April 24, 2009

For Sunday, April 26

8:15 – Holy Communion

11:00 – Service of Prayer and Preaching

Vicarage. Seminarian Stephen Preus has been assigned to Trinity as vicar for 2009-2010; he is presently studying at the Westfield House at Cambridge University, Cambridge, England. Former vicar John Sias (2007-2008) has been called to serve as pastor of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Colstrip, Montana (about 60 miles east of Billings).

For information on Lutheran Institute for Education, see the end of this email.

Friday Reading

But now, can that part of the human race to whom God hath promised deliverance and a place in the eternal Kingdom be restored through the merits of their own works? Of course not! For what good works could a lost soul do except as he had been rescued from his lostness? Could he do this by the determination of his free will? Of course not! For it was in the evil use of his free will that man destroyed himself and his will at the same time. For as a man who kills himself is still alive when he kills himself, but having killed himself is then no longer alive and cannot resuscitate himself after he has destroyed his own life—so also sin which arises from the action of the free will turns out to be victor over the will and the free will is destroyed. "By whom a man is overcome, to this one he then is bound as slave" (2 Peter 2:19). This is clearly the judgment of the apostle Peter. And since it is true, I ask you what kind of liberty can one have who is bound as a slave except the liberty that loves to sin?

He serves freely who freely does the will of his master. Accordingly he who is slave to sin is free to sin. But thereafter he will not be free to do right unless he is delivered from the bondage of sin and begins to be the servant of righteousness. This, then, is true liberty: the joy that comes in doing what is right. At the same time, it is also devoted service in obedience to righteous precept.

But how would a man, bound and sold, get back his liberty to do good, unless he could regain it from Him whose voice saith, "If the Son shall make you free, then you will be free indeed” (John 8:36)? But before this process begins in man, could anyone glory in his good works as if they were acts of his free will, when he is not yet free to act rightly? He could do this only if, puffed up in proud vanity, he were merely boasting. This attitude is what the apostle was reproving when he said, "By grace you have been saved by faith" (Ephesians 2:8).
And lest men should arrogate to themselves saving faith as their own work and not understand it as a divine gift, the same apostle who says somewhere else that he had "obtained mercy of the Lord to be trustworthy" (1 Corinthians 7:25) makes here an additional comment: "And this is not of yourselves, rather it is a gift of God—not because of works either, lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9). But then, lest it be supposed that the faithful are lacking in good works, he added further, "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to good works, which God hath prepared beforehand for us to walk in them" (Ephesians 2:10).

We are then truly free when God ordereth our lives, that is, formeth and createth us not as men—this he hath already done—but also as good men, which he is now doing by his grace, that we may indeed be new creatures in Christ Jesus (Cf. Galatians 6:15; 2 Corinthians 5:17). Accordingly, the prayer: "Create in me a clean heart, O God" (Psalm 51:10).

St. Augustine, Handbook on Faith, Hope, and Love
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/augustine/enchiridion.chapter9.html

Prayers

Collect for Misericordias Domini
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the perils of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Saturday Evening

Father, I thank You that You have given to me health and strength to conclude another week in Your service. I thank You for all Your undeserved blessings, for my work, for my family, for Your dare and protection, for Your Word, for peace of mind, for the congregation, and for the land in which I live. Help me daily to remember that all these blessings come from You and that without You I would be miserable, hopeless, and helpless. Grant to me Your watchfulness and safety from every foe this night. Give to me a refreshing sleep in preparation for blessed worship of You tomorrow in the company of the saints. Keep me and all others in Your paths tonight, particularly the young. Guard them from the sins and follies by which satan attempts to bring ruin and sorrow to their lives. Preserve our country in peace; and bestow on our leaders just thoughts and a desire for righteousness. Shield the Church against indifference and false teaching, and make our congregation a font of useful knowledge for all who hear. Comfort the sorrowful, provide for the poor, and use me according to Your good pleasure in exercising Your will on earth. Show to me the needs of others, opening my eyes and giving patience to my ears, and move my heart to works of charity and kindness. And when this life draws to its close, preserve me then also in the true confession of Your name and receive me into Your glorious Presence. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

Misericordias Domini, 2nd Sunday after Easter

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 489, “Hail Thee, Festival Day”

Hymn of the Day: LSB 709, “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

Distribution Hymns: LSB 468, “I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives” and LSB 531, “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”

Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 34:11-16

11“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I Myself will search for My sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out My sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I Myself will be the shepherd of My sheep, and I Myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.” 

· What does this suggest about the ability of sheep to protect themselves from danger and to gather themselves and feed themselves?

Epistle, 1 Peter 2:21-25

21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in His steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in His mouth. 23When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly. 24He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

· Though Christ is Savior and not merely an example, that by an imperfect imitation of His life we could possibly in some way might hope to escape, He has left a pattern, but a pattern of what?

Holy Gospel, John 10:11-18

[Our Lord said:] 11 “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the Good Shepherd. I know My own and My own know Me, 15just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from My Father.”

· A shepherd, in the faithful exercise of his duties, might risk his life for the sheep, as David had. What has the Good Shepherd purposefully done?

· However, once a shepherd like David has given his life, what could not be done? Yet what has this Shepherd done?

Announcements

Sun, 4/26

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Wed, 4/29

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Church History – Music

Thu, 4/30

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Fri, 5/1

· 6-8 p.m., 1st Friday Family Fellowship Night

Sat, 5/2

· 10-noon, Kitchen Committee Meeting

· 5:00 p.m., Rehearsal for the 8:15 Ensemble – Pot Luck to follow

Sun, 5/3, Jubilate 3rd Sunday after Easter

· 8:15 and 11 a.m., Divine Services (Lamentations 3:22-33; I Peter 2:11-20; John 16:16-22)

God’s Stewards. The congregation depends on the work of the Holy Spirit; only as such can it be the body of Christ. The many tasks demand special gifts; and the stewardship of God’s many-sided grace, with which the various gifts of grace are deigned to help the Christian, must be organically related to the confession of faith in Christ: “Jesus is Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:3). This confession also is above all and only a gift of the Spirit, for it is such a profound allegiance that only the Spirit can lead him to it, and it implies that the individual comes to see himself as the steward of Him who is Lord of all. The gift of the confession of faith renders all other expressions and gifts subordinate.

Missions. Burma / Myanmar. Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM)-Myanmar is known as Word of Hope. This ministry center prides itself on its use of various media to reach the public. Radio programs, cassettes, videos, and print materials all play important roles in the growing Christian faith in Myanmar. One successful radio program is "Hope for Youth," a 15-minute program that airs nightly and appeals to both youth and young adults. The Bible Correspondence Courses (BCC) offered by LHM-Myanmar utilize different messages and lessons to appeal to both youth and adults. The ministry center also uses the BCC program to reach more people by making them accessible to believers as well as non-believers. This strategy gets the Gospel out to as many people as possible. In addition to the more traditional forms of outreaching has created a "For You" gift shop that sells Christian literature, learning materials, and other media tools such as cassettes and videos. This gift shop is a great way for the public to purchase the materials that interest them or have the most relevance to their lives. Christianity is one of the least common faiths in Myanmar, making public acceptance and respect hard to earn. LHM-Myanmar works to get more public recognition of Christianity by using media to gain exposure. Though the ministry center has successfully drawn more people to the faith, Christians still face the daily obstacles that come with being in a minority. For more information, go to http://www.lhmint.org/facts/myanmar.pdf
Hotel de Zink. Jazz and Wine Garden Party in support of Hotel de Zink. Come sip some wine and listen to tow jazz combos while enduring continuation of Palo Alto’s only homeless shelter. The party will feature an elite jazz combo from Gunn High School and a talents adult group from First Congregational Church. Thanks to the generous donation of food, drink, and music, the full proceeds will go directly to supporting Hotel de Zink. Sunday May 3, 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 490 Santa Rita Avenue, Palo Alto. Adult tickets - $40; youth tickets (under 18) - $20. Checks are payable to InnVision. For more information, go to refer www.innvision.org

Lutheran Institute for Education
APOLOGETICS

“Defending the Faith”

May 13 to June 17, Wednesday mornings, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Course Instructor: Rev. Tim Beck

Trinity Lutheran Church

1295 Middlefield Road

Palo Alto, California 94301

Required Book List: The Bible; Craig Parton’s The Defense Never Rests (CPH) Copies for sale before class, $11 each; RSVP for book reservation

Registration Fee: $10 per person.

Email mtzionlutheran@sbcglobal.net or call (510) 233-2299, Rev. Tim Beck
Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 34:11-16

· What does this suggest about the ability of sheep to protect themselves from danger and to gather themselves and feed themselves? Sheep are easily scattered and cannot mount either a coordinated defense nor attack on an enemy; and once scattered, they are most willing to eat dry grass and drink from any water, and have difficulty at righting themselves. They need a shepherd to care for them in every way; the ways that sheep needed tending were easily understood and transferred to the Lord’s care of His people.

Epistle, 1 Peter 2:21-25

· Though Christ is Savior and not merely an example, that by an imperfect imitation of His life we could possibly in some way might hope to escape, He has left a pattern, but a pattern of what? His pattern is of faith, entrusting Himself to the Father in confidence especially in the midst of His suffering. In that way, because we could not, His perfected faith became the source of our salvation. The pattern that Peter has in mind is similar to the pattern of letters by which children first learn to print and write – a traceable pattern on the paper which they follow as they develop their skills, but even when mature they still follow that pattern exactly – no one ever creates a new pattern of faith or alters the pattern.

Holy Gospel, John 10:11-18

· A shepherd, in the faithful exercise of his duties, might risk his life for the sheep, as David had. What has the Good Shepherd purposefully done? He intentionally laid down His life because no one could do it with heart and mind and body and spirit as Christ did in total fulfillment to the Commandments.

· However, once a shepherd like David has given his life, what could not be done? Yet what has this Shepherd done? Ordinarily, a shepherd could only give his life once. But Jesus also took His life up again; and once having laid down His life, it would not have to be laid down ever again; rather He freely distributes the life that He took up in the resurrection.

